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MAY NEWSLETTER 2022 
 Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month, February to     
 December except November.       
 The venue is the Hughesdale Community Hall, Cnr Poath and       
 Kangaroo Roads, Hughesdale  (MEL 69 C7)   

 Visitors are always very welcome  
 COMMITTEE:     

       PRESIDENT:                      John Thompson thomme@netspace.net.au     
       SECRETARY:                    Chris Bain    aps.se.melb@gmail.com
      TREASURER:            Norm Seaton normarjs@bigpond.com 
       PUBLIC OFFICER:               Chris Bain       aps.se.melb@gmail.com  
       NEWSLETTER EDITOR:     Marj Seaton normarjs@bigpond.com 
      APS VIC DELEGATE            Marj Seaton 
       COMMITTEE:                      Amanda Louden  amandalouden@icloud.com                                               
    

Please forward any newsletter contributions, comments or photos to Marj at 36 Voumard Street, Oakleigh 
South 3167 or to the email address above.  

****** Note: Deadline for the June newsletter is May 25th****** 

Meetings 
     8pm, Hughesdale Community Hall 

Cnr Poath and Kangaroo Roads,  
Tuesday 3rd May, 8pm 

Speaker: Bill Aitchison  Topic:  Daviesias 
 

Bill is familiar to many of us, having given talks to APS South East Melbourne on Acacias and on books in the APS 
store. He is Leader of the Acacia Study Group and, together with partner Sue Guymer, runs the book sales for 
APS books. Their habitat garden is a Phillip Johnson renovation, contains a wide variety of species and backs on 
to the Mullum Mullum waterway. 
 
Bill’s talk is a pre-cursor to the FJC Rogers seminar in October which will feature Australian Peas, Daviesias being 
one of the genera to be covered. This genus is not commonly covered by the major nurseries so this is an 
opportunity to find out about some of our more unusual peas. 
         

RAINFALL FOR 2022 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Oakleigh Sth 79.4 6.6 76.8          162.8 

Highett 64 4           68 

Hampton 59 1.5           60.5 

Cranbourne Sth 63 3 75          141 

Elsternwick 81.5 0.6           82.1 

Ashburton 77 6.2           83.2 
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APRIL MEETING 
Propagation Night  

Write-up by John Thompson 
 

 At our April meeting John gave a brief talk about methods of propagation and the materials needed before 
we were able to put our new skills to use in the ‘hands on’ part of the workshop. 
John’s talk focused on three methods of propagation; Seed, Cuttings and Division. 
 
Seed. 
 Propagating from seed will allow for a spread of genetic diversity. Plants do not always come true from 
seed. Planting thousands of seeds allows for selection of certain characteristics e.g. larger flowers, different 
leaf or flower colour.  
   
 Collection - Some seed is shed as soon as 

it is ripe e.g. acacias, grevilleas and 
stylidiums so methods must employed 
to capture the seed e.g. the placement of 
fine mesh cloth over the nearly ripe seed 
pod. 
Some seed is retained on the plant in 
hard woody capsules e.g. most banksias, 
callistemons, eucalypts, hakeas and 
melaleucas. Mature seed pods may be 
collected and placed into a paper bag. 
Over time and sometimes with the 
application of gentle heat the seed will 
be released from the capsules. 

 
 Viability - Most testing for seed viability destroys the seed. 
For larger seeds place the seed in water and observe those that 
sink and those that float. The floating seed will most likely be 
poor germinators. The embryo has either partially formed or not 
formed at all. Those that sank are likely to have fully formed 
embryos. If you have the seed give it a go! 
 
•  Germination - Some seed will require pre-treatment to assist 
germination. 
This may involve scarification or hot water treatment in the case 
of hard coated seed e.g. acacias. 
Some seed contain chemical inhibitors to germination. These 
seeds may need to be soaked in ‘smoked water’ or a solution of 
Gibberillic Acid to assist germination. 
Other seed, grasses in particular have an ‘after ripening period’ of 
three to twelve months. This delays germination until conditions 
or the season is suitable. 
Not all seeds benefit from the effects of smoke, for some it has an 
inhibiting effect. 
https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/about-
us/conservation/research/seed-conservation/2479-smoke-to-

           sow-and-grow 
 

https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/about-us/conservation/research/seed-conservation/2479-smoke-to-%09%09%09%09%09%20%20%20%20%20%20sow-and-grow
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https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/about-us/conservation/research/seed-conservation/2479-smoke-to-%09%09%09%09%09%20%20%20%20%20%20sow-and-grow
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 Sowing 

The medium should free draining 
Seed should not be sown too densely. 
Seed should be covered by the medium 1-2 times the thickness of the seed. Sowing of seed too densely 
can lead to fungal problems. 
Some seeds like those of Macrozamia (very large seed) are best placed on the surface (half and half) of 

the growing medium. 

Water lightly from the top or with very fine seed watering from the base is recommended. 
 
Cuttings 
 Allows for a many plants to be created which are genetically identical to the parent plant. 

Allows for plants to be produced from those that don’t readily produce seed or whose seed is difficult to 
germinate. 
Plants propagated by cutting often will 
flower at an earlier age. 
Cutting grown plants will have the same 
characteristics as their parents - e.g. same 
flower colour,  growth habit etc.  

Tools 
You will need; 

• Secateurs or Snips 
• Scissors 
• Scalpel or Blade 
• Disinfectant (Methylated Spirits) 

 
Cutting Material 

• Best results are obtained by using 
material from young healthy plants. 

• The chosen material should be supple but not too soft. 
• The length of the cutting should be between 7 - 15cm. 

General ruler of thumb is if the cutting material bends easily and springs back to its original position it is good 
material. If it bends and stays bent the material is too young. If it snaps its is too old and hard. 
 
Cutting Medium 

• The medium into which the cuttings are placed should be free draining and provide adequate aeration 
at the base of the cutting for the formation of roots.  

• A mixture of cocopeat and perlite or cocopeat and coarse sand is ideal. 
 
Preparation of the Cutting Material 
• Make a basal cut just below a node. 
• Remove the foliage from the lower two thirds or half the cutting material. This must be done without 

damaging the outer stem tissue. 
• Dip the base of the cutting into a rooting powder/liquid/gel. 
• Place the cutting in striking medium, firm in and water. 
• Place in a well lit, humid environment. 

•  • 
Division 
•Division is a means of vegetative propagation that enables the characteristics of the parent plant to be 
retained. Plants suitable for division are those that grow in clumps e.g. grasses, lomandras or those that have 
rhizomes e.g. kangaroo paw and other Haemodoraceae. 
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For successful divisions: 

 Damage to the plant tissue should be kept to a minimum. 

 Don’t be too greedy. Make sure there are adequate healthy roots to support the foliage. 

 Divide the plant after a growth burst or at the end of the dormancy period. 
 

Potting On 
Whether propagating by seed, cutting or division the new plants will require potting on. 

 Care must be taken to avoid root spiraling. Judicious pruning of the roots can be carried out at this 
stage. 

 Potting on into square ‘bottomless’ tubes is recommended. 

 A free draining mix (commercial potting mix) should be used and the plants watered with a growth 
stimulant (Plant Starter) or seaweed extract. 

 
Happy Propagating! 

 

    
 

OUR LOCAL ALLOCASUARINAS    Marj Seaton 
I recently had cause to study two of our local allocasuarinas,  A. paradoxa and A. paludosa, as I needed to collect 
their seeds.  Identification has always been a problem for me with these two.  The other local species are trees 
and are more readily identified – A. verticillata has longer, drooping branchlets (or articles as they are 
sometimes known, not leaves!) and the male flowers are yellow.  A. littoralis is another tree with shorter 
branchlets and brown male flowers. 
A. paradoxa and A. paludosa are medium shrubs; A. paradoxa is found in drier conditions than A. paludosa 
which likes a damper environment. They can be found together in some of our remnant reserves, eg The 
Grange. Both are shrubs that would suit a home bush- type garden and can be readily pruned. 
To get a better identification, I put branchlets under a small microscope. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the left, hairy grooves belong to A. paludosa.        On the right, the ridges of A. paradoxa are 
The ridges have a groove not easily seen here.          quite smooth and rounded and there are more   
                   ‘teeth’.  The grooves have no hairs. 
 
Phantom red box – sorry, can’t get rid of it!  

Warning: Propagation/potting mixes contain micro-organisms. The wearing of gloves 

 and a face mask is recommended when handling. Wash hands immediately after use. 
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I found that once I knew about the hairy ridges, I was able to see them with the naked eye.  Seeds from both 
could now be collected with more confidence in their identification. 
 
A. paludosa is one of the few allocasuarinas to have both male and female flowers on the one plant at times – 
not always. Most species have separate male and female plants (dioecious). The cones are also subtly different 
in shape – too hard for me to distinguish. 
 

       
                 NEXT MEETING 

Supper:  Marg Margitta 
Write-up: Marj Seaton  

 
DIARY 

APS South East Melbourne Meetings: 
May 3rd            Speaker Bill Aitchison: “Daviesias” 
June 7th           Speaker: Malcolm Dow – “Sustainable Gardening” 
July 5th            Speakers: Norm and Marj Seaton – “Tanks, silos and Shepparton Botanic Garden” 
August  2nd      AGM and slides 
 
 
APS Victoria 
7 May  - APS Mornington Peninsula Plant Sale. The Briars, Nepean Hwy, Mt Martha 10am – 3:30pm  
12 June   -  APS Vic Comm. Hosted by APS Shepparton 
16, 17 July – Cranbourne Friends Spring Plant Sale 10am - 4pm 
27, 28 August – APS Yarra Yarra Australian Plants Expo, Eltham Community & Reception Centre 10 - 4 
3 Sept – APS Wilson park (Berwick) Plant Sale. Date to be confirmed. 
 
26 to 30 September – 7th Global Botanic Gardens Congress, Melbourne. Influence and Action: Botanic 
Gardens as Agents of Change. Includes a youth program for future gardens’ leaders aged 18 to 24. 
 
15 & 16 October – 14th FJC Rogers Seminar. Topic: Fabulous peas (the typical ‘pea-flowered’ plants from 
the sub-family Faboideae). York on Lilydale in Mt Evelyn. Expressions of interest and queries to 
fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com 
 
22 & 23 October  - Cranbourne Friends RBGV Spring Plant Sale. 10 am to 4 pm.  
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Monthly Photo Gallery 
 
 

 
In the Seatons’ garden:  
 
A very old Callistemon had some visitors during March – very hungry they were too and stripped almost every leaf from the 
bush.  The resulting leaves are first, a couple of the culprits below (Saw Fly grubs).  The adult is quite a striking black fly with 
reddish orange stripes. Strangely, a nearby weeping Mt Morgan callistemon was untouched.    
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PROMOTIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

11 - 16 September 2022  - ANPSA Biennial Conference 2022 – Kiama, New South Wales. 

Preliminary details of the Conference, pre- and post-Conference tours and the beautiful town of Kiama can be found on the 
APS (NSW) website. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
26 to 30 September 2022 - 7

th
 Global Botanic Gardens Congress, Melbourne. Influence and Action: Botanic Gardens as 

Agents of Change. Includes a youth program for future gardens’ leaders aged 18 to 24. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Fabulous Peas 2022 
FJC Rogers Biennial Seminar 

15
th

 - 16
th

 October 2022 
Discover the extraordinary world of Australian pea plants. 

 
Saturday     York on Lilydale, Mount Evelyn 
Speakers with expertise in identifying, growing and propagating peas. Learn about current 
research into propagation and growing-on techniques. Evening dinner and an 
entertaining speaker. 
Plant sales of common and unusual pea species. Book sales. Displays. Raffle. 
Sunday     Coach tours to public and private native gardens which include a wide variety  

                of pea species. 
Art exhibition and sale featuring pea plants from 8

th
 – 16

th
 October at Karwarra Australian Botanic Garden.  Plant sales. 

Expressions of interest: fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com 
https://apsvic.org.au/fjc-rogers-seminar- 2022/ 
 
Hosted:  Australian Plants Society Maroondah Inc. 
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